
La Catedral de La Trinidad en Phoenix: Una línea de tiempo 

1940-1959 

 
 

1940 La Base Aérea Luke abre y gradúa su primera clase en junio, la Base Aérea Williams abre en diciembre, y 

Falcon Field abre en la cercana Mesa como lugar de entrenamiento para los pilotos de la RAF británica 

durante la Segunda Guerra Mundial. 

1940 Phoenix se convierte en un embrión de ciudad industrial con la llegada de Motorola, Reynolds Aluminum 

y otros fabricantes de defensa durante la Segunda Guerra Mundial.   

1940 Walter H Dugan es llamado a Arizona por el Obispo Mitchell para servir en las misiones españolas. 

1941-1942 La Autoridad de la Vivienda de Phoenix construye 3 nuevas urbanizaciones públicas: Proyecto 

Marcos de Niza para los mexicanoamericanos, Proyecto Matthew Henson para los afroamericanos y 

Proyecto Frank Luke Jr. para los blancos. 

1942, el 1o de abril se crea el Centro de Entrenamiento del Desierto, creado por el general George S. Patton. 

Esta base reproducía las condiciones de batalla en África durante la Segunda Guerra Mundial. La base, 

situada en el desierto de Mojave, en el sur de California, y en el desierto de Sonora, en el oeste de 

Arizona, se extendía hasta 50 millas de Phoenix.  

1942, 22 de junio Se inaugura el Thunderbird Field #2 en la cercana Scottsdale. Más tarde se rebautizó como 

Aeropuerto de Scottsdale. 

1942 Los japoneses estadounidenses del oeste de Estados Unidos, incluyendo Phoenix, son reubicados en 

campos de internamiento. Dos campos se ubican en Arizona, en Sacaton y Poston.  

1942 El Gobierno Federal construye Alzona Park como vivienda para los trabajadores. 

1942 El director del coro y organista Arthur Smith muere repentinamente después de tocar en una boda. Una 

nota necrológica señala que Smith "encontró el alma de su órgano, y ésta entró en su alma". John 

Doan, que le sucede durante los tres años siguientes, es un músico igualmente consumado.  

1943, junio Se abre el Campamento Papago Park (campo de prisioneros de guerra).  

1943 Se abre la instalación aeronaval de Litchfield. 

1944, 23 de diciembre Se produce la Gran Fuga de Papago de prisioneros de guerra alemanes. Este evento es 

la mayor fuga de prisioneros de guerra en cualquier campo de Estados Unidos durante la Segunda 

Guerra Mundial.  

1944 Se inaugura el Hospital St. Monica, el primer hospital y escuela de enfermería integrados en Phoenix y en 

cualquier lugar al oeste del río Mississippi. Más tarde se conoce como Phoenix Memorial Hospital. St. 

Monica's está situado justo al norte de la Misión de San Pablo.  

1945 El Arizona State Teachers College se convierte en el Arizona State College. 

1945 Muere el Decano Edwin Seldon Lane. El Reverendo William Roland Otto le sustituye como cuarto decano 

hasta que muere menos de cinco meses después en 1946. 
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1945 Al retirarse el Obispo Walter Mitchell, la Cámara de Obispos elige al Reverendo Arthur Barksdale 

Kinsolving como Obispo de la Jurisdicción Misionera de Arizona. 

Década de 1940-1950 El crecimiento se dispara hasta un total de 1.800 familias con una escuela dominical que 

atiende a 1.000 alumnos, lo que convierte a Trinity en una de las mayores parroquias del país. 

1945-1969 William Fairfield Brown, organista y director de coro, establece la Trinidad como centro musical 

principal de la ciudad de Phoenix. Tiene varios coros en Trinity, incluyendo un coro completo de 

adultos y un coro juvenil. También está involucrado con la Sinfónica de Phoenix. Es director artístico y 

musical de la Phoenix Civic Opera Association y director musical del Phoenix Musical Theater y del 

Phoenix Little Theater. Dirigió "Murder in the Cathedral" (Asesinato en la Catedral), una narración 

dramática del martirio del arzobispo Thomas Becket. La obra se representó en el coro de la catedral y 

en otros lugares de la propiedad de la catedral. También ofreció programas corales y de órgano en la 

catedral. 

1946 La junta parroquial nombra al Reverendo James W. F. Carmen como quinto decano de la catedral de la 

Trinidad. El Reverendo Morton Trippe Kelsey es nombrado asistente del Decano Carmen para servir 

principalmente como líder de los programas para los jóvenes. 

1946-1956 James W. F. Carman preside la creación de la Iglesia Menor, organizada en beneficio de los jóvenes 

de la iglesia, con su propia junta parroquial. Supervisa el increíble crecimiento de la congregación que, 

con el tiempo, impulsó el establecimiento de iglesias episcopales en zonas de gran crecimiento a 

medida que se expandía el área metropolitana de Phoenix. 

1940 Se crea la Juventud Eclesiástica Episcopal (EYC). El grupo participa en muchos proyectos de extensión.  

1956 El Decano Carmen, tras diez años de crecimiento, renuncia para convertirse en obispo de Oregón. El 

Reverendo Thomas M. W. Yerxa es nombrado sexto Decano de la Catedral de la Trinidad. 

1958 El Decano Yerxa deja a su mujer e hijos en el decanato y desaparece. En algún momento, una soprano 

del coro estuvo involucrada. El Sr. Yerxa es expulsado y no se le permite regresar a Phoenix. Paul 

Roberts se convierte en decano interino. 

1959-1964 El Rev. George Rhys Selway es seleccionado por la Junta Parroquial y el Obispo para convertirse en 

el Séptimo Decano de la Catedral de La Trinidad y sirve hasta que es elegido Obispo del Norte de 

Michigan. 

1959 La Convención General de la Iglesia Episcopal suprime la Jurisdicción Misionera de Arizona y establece la 

Diócesis Episcopal de Arizona. Arthur Barksdale Kinsolving continúa como Obispo de la recién 

establecida Diócesis. 

 

*** Translated with www.DeepL.com/Translator (free version) ***



Trinity Cathedral in Phoenix: A timeline 

1940-1959 

 
 

1940 Luke Air Force Base opens and graduates its first class in June, Williams Air Force Base opens in 

December, and Falcon Field opens in nearby Mesa as a training location for British RAF pilots during 

World War II. 

1940 Phoenix becomes an embryonic industrial city with the arrival of Motorola, Reynolds Aluminum and 

other defense manufacturers during World War II.   

1940 Walter H Dugan is called to Arizona by Bishop Mitchell to serve Spanish missions. 

1941-1942 The Phoenix Housing Authority builds 3 new public housing developments: Marcos de Niza Project 

for Mexican-Americans, Matthew Henson Project for African-Americans, and Frank Luke Jr. Project for 

Whites. 

1942, April 1 the Desert Training Center, formed by General George S. Patton, is created. This base replicated 

battle conditions in Africa during World War II. The base, located in the Mojave Desert in Southern 

California and the Sonoran Desert in western Arizona, stretched to within 50 miles of Phoenix.  

1942, June 22 Thunderbird Field #2 opens in nearby Scottsdale. It was later renamed Scottsdale Airport. 

1942 Japanese Americans from the western United States, including Phoenix, are relocated to internment 

camps. Two camps are located in Arizona at Sacaton and Poston.  

1942 Alzona Park is built by the Federal Government as worker housing. 

1942 Choirmaster and organist Arthur Smith dies suddenly after playing for a wedding. An obituary notes that 

Smith “found the soul of his organ, and it entered into his soul.” .John Doan, who succeeds him for the 

next three years, is an equally accomplished musician.  

1943, June Camp Papago Park (POW camp) opens.  

1943 Litchfield Naval Air Facility opens. 

1944, December 23 The Great Papago Escape of German prisoners-of-war takes place. This event is the largest 

single escape by POWs in any camp in the United States during World War II.  

1944 St. Monica's Hospital, the first integrated hospital and school of nursing in Phoenix and anywhere west of 

the Mississippi River, opens. It later comes to be known as Phoenix Memorial Hospital. St. Monica’s is 

located just north of the San Pablo Mission.  

1945 Arizona State Teachers College becomes Arizona State College. 

1945 Dean Edwin Seldon Lane dies. Rev. William Roland Otto replaces him as fourth Dean until he dies less 

than five months later in 1946. 

1945 Upon the retirement of Bishop Walter Mitchell, the House of Bishops elects the Rev. Arthur Barksdale 

Kinsolving to be Bishop of the Missionary Jurisdiction of Arizona. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Williams_Air_Force_Base
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Falcon_Field_(Arizona)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desert_Training_Center
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_S._Patton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mojave_Desert
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sonoran_Desert
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottsdale_Airport
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacaton,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poston,_Arizona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoenix_Goodyear_Airport
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1940s-1950s Growth skyrockets to a total of 1,800 families with a Sunday School serving 1,000 students, 

making Trinity one of the largest parishes in the country. 

1945-1969 William Fairfield Brown, organist and choirmaster, establishes Trinity as a primary musical center 

for the City of Phoenix. He has several choirs at Trinity, including a full adult choir and a junior choir. He 

is also involved with the Phoenix Symphony. He serves as Arts and Music Director for the Phoenix Civic 

Opera Association and is Music Director for both the Phoenix Musical Theater and the Phoenix Little 

Theater. He directed Murder in the Cathedral, a dramatic re-telling of the martyrdom of Archbishop 

Thomas Becket. The play was reenacted in the Cathedral chancel and several other sites on the 

Cathedral property. He offered choral and organ programs at the Cathedral as well. 

1946 The Vestry calls Rev. James W. F. Carmen to be the Fifth Dean of Trinity Cathedral. Rev Morton Trippe 

Kelsey is appointed assistant to Dean Carmen to serve primarily as the leader of programs for young 

people.  

1946-1956 James W. F. Carman presides over the establishment of the Junior Church, organized for the 

benefit of young people in the church, with its own Vestry. He oversees incredible growth in the 

congregation that eventually spurred the establishment of Episcopal churches in high-growth areas as 

the metro Phoenix area expanded. 

1940s The Episcopal Young Churchmen (EYC) is established. The group is involved in many outreach projects.  

1956 Dean Carmen, after experiencing ten years of growth resigns to become Bishop of Oregon. The Rev. 

Thomas M. W. Yerxa is appointed the Sixth Dean of Trinity Cathedral. 

1958 Dean Yerxa leaves his wife and children in the Deanery and disappears. Somewhere, a soprano in the 

choir was involved. Mr. Yerxa is defrocked and not allowed to return to Phoenix. Paul Roberts becomes 

the Interim Dean. 

1959-1964 Rev. George Rhys Selway is selected by the Vestry and Bishop to become Seventh Dean of Trinity 

Cathedral and serves until he is elected Bishop of Northern Michigan. 

1959 The General Convention of the Episcopal Church abolishes the Missionary Jurisdiction of Arizona and 

establishes the Episcopal Diocese of Arizona. Arthur Barksdale Kinsolving continues as Bishop of the 

newly established Diocese.  

 



 

 
 

 

 
[8-1946-otto-william-roland-011_1 Note: for print and web. Caption: Dean William Roland Otto] 

 

 
[1-kinsolving.arthur_web. Note: Print and Web. Caption: Bishop Arthur Barksdale Kinsolving, 1945-1962] 

 

 
[3-children in front of Atwood Hall – 1950_. Note: print and web Caption: Many of the Cathedral’s children in 

front of Atwood House in 1950..] 

 
[11-Interior of Trinity Cathedral, 1950… Note: for web and print. I like the composition of this one, showing the 

crowd of people and the old windows. Caption: Trinity Cathedral’s nave is filled to capacity in 1950.] 
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[2- 1950 after services. Note for print and web. Caption: Coffee hour after services in 1950.] 

 

 
[4-Choir and orchestra In Atwood hall 1950. Note: print and web. Caption: The Choir and orchestra perform in 

Atwood House, 1950.] 

 

 
[7-1946-1956-carman-james-w-f-# 010. Note: for print and web. Placeholder for better photo. Caption: Dean 

Carman officiating the baptism of two infants.] 

 

 
[6-Nativity scene at altar with children gathered and choir_year. Note: print and web. Caption: Nativity scene 

at the altar with choir and a gathering of children.] 

 

 

 
[9b-1956-1958-yerxa-tomas-m-w-013_1. Note: for print and web. Caption: Dean Tomas M W Yerxa, 1956-

1958.] 
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. 

 
[10-1958-1964-selway-george-w-014_1. Note: for print and web. Caption: Dean George W Selway, 1958-1964] 

 

 
[6-Bishop_s_Shield_web. Note: Print and web.] 

 

 

END OF BOARD 
 

Population  
1940: Phoenix: 65,414 people; 9.5 sq. mi. xxx communicants 

1948: Phoenix: xxx people; xx sq. mi. 1950 communicants 

1950: Phoenix: 106,818 people; 17.1 sq. mi. xxx communicants 
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 Bishop Arthur Barksdale Kinsolving II, 1945-1962 
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William Roland Otto, 1946 

James W.F. Carman, 1946-1956 

Tomas M.W. Yerxa, 1956-1958 

George W. Selway, 1958-1964 

 


